Sainte Marie Foundation News
To celebrate our very special hometown’s summer season 2015

Cork & Pork Festival
Saturday, July 25, 2015
Noon until 11:30 p.m.
Picquet Park, Ste. Marie
Wine Tasting - Noon to 7 p.m.
Cost: $10 (must have ID)
The following wineries are participating:
Vahling Vineyards; Lasata Wines; Sleepy
Creek Vineyards; Homestead; Fox Creek
Vineyards;
Kite Hill
Vineyards.
Wineries will
have their
wines
available for
sale by the glass, bottle or case! Donnewald
Distributing will be sampling 3 craft beers.
Delicious Pork Ready at Noon
-Pulled Pork Sandwiches
-1/3 lb. Pork Burger
-America's Cut Loin Chop
-Da Burger (1/3 lb Pork Burger w/ Pulled Pork,
Bacon & Cheese!)

-Bacon, Cheese 1/3 lb Pork Burger!!
Great Music Starts At Noon
Salt Rock Jones
Plastic Soul
Naked Sissy's
Beer Garden Starts At 4:00 p.m.
Must have ID.
Limited supply of T-Shirts and beverage
huggies w/ the Cork & Pork Logo. Bring
your lawn chairs and spend the day!
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Also on July 25
The Foundation House museum will be open (a
temporary opening just for this day) from 2– 6 p.m.
Father Wayne Jenkins, SCJ USA Province Archivist
for the Priests of the Sacred Heart, Hales Corners, WI,
will be in town and will preside at the one or both
masses at St. Mary’s. He will also help host the Amazing
Grace: 1837 – Now exhibit (on July 25th) where he has
loaned a number of artifacts related to the years when
the Sacred Heart Novitiate was located in Sainte Marie.
We are very grateful to Father Wayne for his interest in
making this exhibit special.
l-r: Fr. Wayne Jenkins,
SCJ, and Foundation
president Pat Reis. Pat
visited the archives of the
Priests of the Sacred Heart
in Hales Corners, WI, in
early May to borrow items
that were used during the
years the SCJ had a novitiate
in Sainte Marie (19251972),

Amazing Grace: 1837-Now
Exhibit Grand Opening
Saturday, Sept. 5 – 2 p.m.
Join us at the Grand Opening of this wonderful exhibit
which will explore the history of the various churches
and religious organization in Ste. Marie over the years.
Our program will start outside at the back of the House
where we will dedicate the patio garden in memory of
Jim and Dorothy Hahn, a donation from their children.
We also will honor the donation of two large trees – a
beautiful bald cypress in memory of Maurice Calvert
from his wife Maxine and their children Scott and
Dawn Ann. The other is the large maple in the front of
the House donated by Glenn and Brenda Picquet, TX.
We are inviting all current and past pastors/ministers
from the Ste. Marie area as well as representatives of the
nuns who served our community for many years to this
gala opening celebration. We hope they will all stay for
the St. Mary’s Church Picnic on Sunday, Sept. 6 when
the exhibit will also be open from 1 – 5 p.m.
Please join us on this grand opening occasion!

Flower Baskets

Francis Yager, 72. Survived by wife, Judy, 3 sons, 8

The Flower Baskets are looking wonderful, thanks to the
organizing efforts of Bob and Tammy Frye. Also, thanks to
the waterers: The Frye’s, Ron Kirts, Marie Wagner, and
Maxine and Dawn Ann Calvert. Special thanks to Ronnie
for letting Marie and the Calverts use his golf cart for their
weekly watering assignments. And here is a late addition to
the list of donors:
In Memory of
Mayme Hartrich - from Mary Hartrich
Joe Barthelme - from his family

grandchildren, 8 great-grandchildren. Known for his lovely
flower garden, Francis participated in our Garden Walk a few
years ago. Everyone loved his garden!

News Notes
-Jim Young (WI) and Will Handzel (MI) (Pat Reis’
youngest son) visited SM on Monday, June 8. They were
participating in Hot Rod Magazine’s Midwest Power
Tour, which took them from WI to St. Louis for a rally.
They visited the Foundation House (where they picked
up sticks for Sue Wheat and had lunch with museum
curators, Mike Hartrich and Donna Keller), the
cemetery, The Gas Station (where they found
nephew/cousin Clayton Reis) and the Sainte Marie State
Bank. They reported that they loved the welcome they
received and enjoyed seeing how great SM (and the
Foundation House) looked.
-WiFi at the Foundation House: Visitors at the
Foundation House now have access to WiFi, which was
installed in early June. Should make those cell phone
calls a little more accessible!
-Thanks to Tony Madlem of T Graphics, Oblong, and
the children of Bud and
Anna Lou Stone who
donated two directional
signs for the Foundation
House. We have found
that we have many out-oftown visitors for our
programs, and they
sometimes wander around
town in search of the Foundation House. So these signs
will help us tremendously!
Booking the Foundation HouseTo book the House
(weddings, funerals, reunions, overnight stays, etc.)
call 618-455-3153.

Transitions
Don Geier, 55, Newton. Through his company, Geier Oil,
Don supported the Foundation’s Flower Basket project.
Survived by 3 children, 1 grandchild.
Bill Regas, 97, Indianapolis. Survivors include wife, Jean
Barthelme Regas; children Margo and Jon (Moni).

Norbert Ritz, 81, Clay City.

At the Foundation House
Workdays on May 30 and June 1 attracted many
volunteers. We moved nearly all of our office supplies
and equipment to an upstairs bedroom, which will no
longer be open to the public. That is a major step for us,
to make a place for an office, as we find ourselves in
need of a place to store items and to have a secure
workspace.
-Thanks to Clayton Reis who hooked up our printer,
computer and other office equipment in our new office
with such ease that we all were jealous of his tech
capabilities!
-Foundation Board member Kevin Parker put together
mannequins that we were able to purchase thanks to a
Heath Foundation grant. We will not forget Kevin
struggling with arms and legs and ways to make them
stand without falling over!
-Carolyn Keller and Bob Helregel tackled the two fourdrawer file cabinets, where for eight years we have been
dumping stuff that we wanted to save. Well, now we are
ORGANIZED. Thanks to both of you for doing a job
that no one else wanted to do.
-Leonard and Joyce (Keller) Decker (below l-r) washed
dishes and
cleaned out
kitchen
cabinets – it
seemed as if
that job took
hours! We try
to do it every
spring, as the
House is not used often in the wintertime. Thanks to
these FL residents who used some of their vacation time
to help us. It was great to see you both!
-Out in the yard, landscape chair Sue Hunzinger Wheat
led volunteers in spreading mulch, pruning trees,
weeding, planting, and just generally making our
landscape look spectacular! Thanks to Maxine Calvert,
Gene and Madonna Schackmann, Roger Wheat, Patti
Swisher Bunten, Annette Lynch, and Carolyn Kirts
for a job well done.
-Dismantling the Military Exhibit were co-curators,
Mike Hartrich and Donna Keller – ably helped by
Teresa Hartrich, John Lybarger (a true handyman!)
and Bonnie Jackson. Dawn Ann Calvert also stopped
by to help – even following up with all-day sessions in
later weeks.
-Ronnie Kirts busied himself with unpacking boxes and
then disposing of the cardboard. It seemed to be a neverending job, as we had purchased items over the winter

that were never unpacked. John Geltz came by and
checked out the large screen and projector (that hooks up
to the computer) to make sure it worked before we set up
for the Ken Stone talk.
-And not to be forgotten, Hartrich Meats provided
lunches for all of the above volunteers – a delicious
repast that we devoured after a long mornings’ work!
Catering at the Foundation House
Remember, Hartrich Meats Catering will provide meals for
parties of six or more who meet or stay at the Foundation
House. Call Janet at 618-455-3172 .

Meet Your Neighbors

Owned by the SCJ novitiate, they were the ones who had
it moved. Don remembers calling out to his mother one
summer day, “Mom, there’s a house in the middle of the
street!” (The Alblinger family lived on Mound Street at
the time.) It was true – the house was being moved inch
by inch down the street that day. Jean Barthelme Regas
also remembers the move, as she grew up in the big twostory house where Florence Kocher now lives. “It was
the most exciting day ever,” she recalls, “to see that big
house moved down the street.” Jean, Don and his sister
Joyce rode around on their bikes, watching the move and
pestering the workers. One of the workers finally said to
Don, “We need a skyhook. Go see if you can find one!”
Jean recalled that she doesn’t know where Don went, but
he rode off very fast on his bike.

As part of the new
exhibit on the role of
churches in Sainte
Marie over the years,
your editor
interviewed Steve
and Holly Hadra,
(left) co-pastors of
Fire House
Ministries, located at 108 N. Washington Street.

The house was part of the novitiate operation for a
number of years. The Dominican nuns, who taught at St.
Mary’s school, also lived in the house for a short time.
The novitiate eventually sold the house to private
owners. Most recently, Ken and Anne Ochs owned the
house for 18 years, selling it in 2004 to the Hadras. (See

The Hadras started their ministry in 2011, with the hope
that they could help people fulfill their vision and
dreams through using the gifts given to them by God.
They strongly believe in meeting the needs of others,
and their Laundry Soap Mission is one of the ways
they do so. Firehouse Ministries’ volunteers produce
from 500-800 gallons of laundry soap one Sunday a
month in the garage on their property. The soap is given
to needy people through churches and food banks. “It
was just a way we felt we could serve others,” says
Steve. “The agenda is God’s, not ours.” Steve credits
Holly with the soap-making idea – but she says it came
to her as a message from above.

Ken Stone Talk Attracts Crowd
About 150 people attended the May 31st talk on Vietnam
from an Army Aviator’s Perspective, held at the
American Legion Post 932 hall. Ken’s talk focused on
the two tours he spent in Vietnam, 1962-63 and 1966-67.
His disillusionment was apparent as he followed the
course of his duty as an aircraft commander for top
military officers, and he ended his talk with the
comment, “I don’t think that the U.S. should get
involved in insurgency wars where we can’t tell the
good guys from the bad guys.”

The Hadras have a Bible Study group on Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m., Sunday school at 9 a.m. and a Praise and
Worship service at 10 a.m. on Sundays. They welcome
anyone who wants to help with the soap-making
mission, held one Sunday each month after the Sunday
service. “Just come a little after noon, if you do not want
to attend our service,” says Steve. Call 618-455-3598 for
exact dates or join the Foundation tour on Sun. Oct. 11.
The Hadra’s house, at the corner of Washington and
Mound Streets, is a large two-story white house that has
an interesting history. According to Don Alblinger, it
was moved from the corner of Main and Mound Streets
(where Jason and Julie Warfel live now) down Mound
Street to its present location sometime in the 1940’s. It is

picture of the house on back page).

Save Oct. 11 for this Foundation event: A Field Trip/tour to
Fire House Ministries on soap-making day 1 -3 p.m.

May 31 was the ending of the Foundation’s Military
Exhibit, so a wine and cheese reception followed Ken’s
talk. Many people attended the Open House before the
lecture, their last chance to see the exhibit. On June 1st,
the exhibit was dismantled. Those who did not pick up
items at the House that day may do so at the Sainte
Marie State Bank during their regular business hours.
Also, for those who missed the lecture, Ken’s talk is
available on YouTube from Annette Lynch’s video -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dfwmiDxbt8Q.
We also recommend the fine book, My Darling Wife:
Letters from Vietnam 1962-63 and 1966-67, written by
Ken and his wife, Janis (Finley). Janis had kept Ken’s
frequent and newsy letters, which she chronicled for this
very informative book published in 2007. If you are
interested in acquiring the book, you may contact the
Stones kstone@iastate.edu or (515) 451-1085.

Sainte Marie Foundation
P.O. Box 186
Sainte Marie, IL 62459

Fire HouseMinistries home at 108 N. Washington Street

The Sainte Marie Foundation newsletter is published quarterly. Send comments to writer/editor Pat Reis, patreisprpr@yahoo.com. The Foundation is a tax
exempt 501(c)(3) organization, duly recognized as an Illinois charitable corporation. Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Do you have
a Sainte Marie story you would like to share? Write your own and/or contact Pat Reis patreisprpr@yahoo.com. We reserve the right to edit.

These Vietnam veterans attended the Ken Stone talk on May 31: l-r: Lorraine Yager, Newton; Jud Camden,
Robinson; Warren Parker, Robinson; Mike Kern, Olney; Ken Stone; John Lybarger, Ste. Marie; Roger
Ervin, Hildago; unidentified; Bob Barthelme, Ste. Marie. We thank all of them for their service, especially since
they went unrecognized for so many years after their return from an unpopular war.
Foundation president Pat Reis presented American
Legion Vice President John Lybarger (right) with
copies of two notebooks that were put together for the
2013-14 Military Exhibit. These books contain pictures
of all Ste. Marie-area veterans (who were submitted)
starting with World War I to the present day. “We
wanted the Legion Post #932 to have this record for
their own archives,” said Pat.

Remember to attend the Cork and Pork Festival on July 25, noon – 11:30
p.m. at Picquet Park. It is our major fundraiser for the year. If you cannot
attend, we hope you will use the enclosed envelope to make your 2014-15
(our fiscal year ends Sept. 30) donation to the Foundation. We offer FREE
entry to our museum and to most of our events, so we depend on your
donations to keep us going. Thank you!

Bonus Pages for E-mail Subscribers
These pages are only sent to e-mail subscribers. If you have family or friends who receive the printed version, you
might copy these pages for them. Or better yet, if they have e-mail, send us their e-mail addresses, and we will send
it to them directly. Thank you for saving us the postage $$ it would cost to mail this to you.

Sainte Marie Foundation Newsletter continued……….

Ken Stone and his wife Janis (center) were happy to see so many Stones at his talk on May 31. Nieces and
nephews (children of Bud and Anna Lou Stone) were: l-r: David Stone, John Stone, Susan Stone Madlem, Steve Stone,
Mark Stone, Janis and Ken , Mike Stone, Diane Stone Houdasheldt and Ken’s brother, Ted Stone.

May 2015 – The landscaping at the Foundation House looks
pristine after being cared for by many volunteers on Saturday,
May 31. Thanks to landscape chairman, Sue Wheat for her
constant attention to the gardens!

Below: Madonna Hahn Schachmann shovels mulch around a big
oak tree.

A 1962 Picture for the Amazing Grace Exhibit (Do you have one of your class?)

Confirmation of 6th, 7th, and 8th Grades, St. Mary of the Assumption Church
April 10, 1962
Top Row l-r - Servers ______ , ______ Ed Kaufmann, ______, Mike Cameron, Bill Hartrich
Row 8, l-r: Janet Kocher, Carol Rennier, Marilyn Schmidt, Janet Faltemier, Judy Huff, Janice Moran, Linda
Fisher, Bishop William A. O’Conner, Judy Litzelman, Marie Wagner, Sheryl Kocher
Row 7, l-r: Ann Fisher, Vicki Sheridan, Carolyn Wright, Susie Bogard, Janet Frauli, Rose Mary Blank, Marge
Bigard, Mary Kaufmann, Kay Barthelme
Row 6, l-r: Rosemary Dallmier, Cathy Zuber, Joyce Litzelman, Bonnie Hunzinger, Phyllis Frauli, Carolyn Zuber
Row 5, l-r: Mary Ann Shoffstall, Judy Wagner, Leanne Michl, Diane Ochs, Mary Sue Keller, Karen Hahn,
Charlene Wright, Kathy Helregel
Row 4, l-r: Sandy Lamkin, Susie Strutne, Dianne Keller, Carol Swisher, Janeth Sheridan, Peggy Helregel,
Margaret Rennier, (Sharon Hahn - in front of Margaret Rennier), Annette Hahn
Row 3, l-r: Pat Stone,David Ochs, Rick Hartrich, Eugene Ochs, Paul Harris, Greg Ochs, Mike Michl, Larry
Rennier, Vincent Dallmier
Row 2, l-r: Richard Fehrenbacher, Danny Michl, Frank Spannagel, Jim Kaufmann, Mike Ochs, Norman Kocher,
Gerald Ochs
Row 1, l-r: Ed Barthelme, Dave Hartrich, Melvin Kocher, Paul Zuber, John Schwartz, Bob Hawkins, David
Michl, Mark Hartrich
Thanks to Janet Faltemier Sitkewich, Bonnie Hunzinger Petty, Marilyn Schmidt Bahney, Mark Hartrich, Sue
Hunzinger Wheat and Judy Wagner for the names – a wonderful joint effort in identifying nearly all.

Please – if you are still getting the print version of this
newsletter (not nearly as much content!), tell us to remove
you from the mailing list. You will save us postage, printing
$$ and effort, which would be much appreciated!
E-mail us at patreisprpr@yahoo.com

Fond Memories

Something to remember: These lovely ladies all wore hats to a party in May, 2010, when we dedicated the Loretta
Zuber Garden in the front of the Foundation House as well as the Helen Graham pencil drawings titled “Women in
Hats, 1923” which now hang in the Hat Bedroom upstairs. What a wonderful party we had!

Bottom row: l-r Annette Hahn Kirts, Patricia Reis, Theresa Zuber, Levi Huber, Amanda Zuber Huber, Maxine
Calvert (lower seat), Anita Reis Steber, Teresa Zuber Hartrich
2nd sitting row l-r: Megan O'Brien (granddaughter of Helen Graham), Kathy Hahn Slankard, June Keller Zuber,
Patty Zuber Gassman,
Last Row Standing l-r: Annette Reis Lynch, Helen Keller Graham, Gloria Zuber Schwartz, Linda Zuber, Martha
Eubanks Yockey, Janet Hartrich, Florence Cunningham Kocher, Dorothy Keller Hahn (half face), Lucie Hunzinger
Hartrich, Glenda Reis Schwatz (partial face), Marjorie Strutner Barthelme, Cecilia
"Cissy" Zuber Shelley, Kay Nichols.

In the Museum Room
(Left) Foundation VP Mike Hartrich packs away

the Military Exhibit on June 1.
(Right) A Dominican nun’s habit from the 1960’s

will be part of our Amazing Grace exhibit. The
Dominicans taught at St. Mary’s School for 18
years, leaving in 1970. Archivist Sr. Julia
Theobald, O.P., came to Ste. Marie from
Springfield on July 8 to dress the mannequin in
the habit. “It’s just too difficult to try to tell you
how to do it,” Sr. Julia said, “so I will come.” We
thank Sister and the Heath Foundation who gave
us grant $$ to purchase several mannequins for
the museum.

A Bell from the Mission House – We were contacted by a former SCJ brother, Greg Timmerman, WI, who spent
some six years, off and on, at the novitiate in the 1960’s, doing bookkeeping and maintenance. He was there when
the novitiate closed and remembers giving a bell to a county resident he knew. He thought the Foundation ought to
have it. Long story short, we have tracked down the bell, and the second owner (who wishes to remain anonymous)
donated it to the Foundation. “It really belongs in Sainte Marie,” he said.
Now the question is: Does anyone remember hearing a bell ring at the Mission House? At the time it was given
away, it was lying on the floor, in a corner, according to Timmerman. He is not sure he ever heard it ring. The brass
bell is about 18” high and is 12” in diameter at the bottom of the bell. According to a notarized paper that came
with the bell, it was once on a war ship and was given to the Priests of the Sacred Heart by the captain of the ship.
If anyone knows anything about this bell, we would like to hear from you. Meanwhile, it will be included in the
Amazing Grace: 1837 – Now exhibit which officially opens on Sat., Sept. 5. (Temporary opening during the Cork
and Pork Festival on July 25, 2 – 6 p.m.)

More About The Next Exhibit, Amazing Grace
With permission from Fr. Al Kemme, pastor at St. Mary’s, Mike Hartrich and Donna Keller, co-curators of the
museum exhibits, recently spent hours searching for artifacts/objects at the church that might be used in the
Amazing Grace exhibit. “We found items that Father Al did not even know were there!” said Hartrich. “The search
provided us with much that we will use in the exhibit.”
We also have items from St Valentine’s (church demolished by the diocese), Pilgrim Holiness Church and from the
South Bend Church (which was torn down within the past two years). Donna Keller has been in contact with
convents where Ste. Marie-area residents became nuns. In the process, she uncovered published accounts from the
Sisters of Providence at St.-Mary-of-the-Woods, Terre Haute, IN, about how they were destined for Sainte Marie
when they arrived from France, but were detained in Indiana by a bishop who wanted them there instead of in
Illinois! Very interesting reading – which will be available during the exhibit.
Another interesting item Donna uncovered via the Internet: some of the
beautiful stained glass windows from St. Valentine’s in the Bend are for
sale from a Georgia company that purchased them from the Springfield
diocese who took them when the church was torn down in fall of 2012. The
windows are listed at over $8,000 each!! Unfortunately, the Foundation
could not afford to buy the two that were left, but we sure wish we could
have!
At left: An empty window casing after the St.
Valentine’s stained glass windows were removed
in 2012.

At right: St. Valentines mid-demolition in fall
2012. The Bend community currently uses the
church hall where they have posted a time-line
about St. Valentine’s church and community.
The Springfield diocese still owns the property.

Still Available from the Military Exhibit
BLU-RAY OR DVD ORDER FORM
“MILITARY STARS”
$30.00 Donation per disk
Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________
State/Zip code: ______________________________Phone _____________________
Type of Disk (please check): Blu-ray_____________
DVD_______________
Number of disks requested: _____. Please enclose checks to: Sainte Marie Foundation,
Box 186, Sainte Marie, IL 62459.

