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A Ste. Marie Vintage Christmas 

FOUNDATION MUSEUM EXHIBIT 2021 

A new exhibit at the Ste. Marie Foundation Museum is 

receiving its finishing touches! The exhibit, opening in 

early Spring will be focused on Christmas in the Ste. 

Marie Village. Foundation Board members Donna 

Keller, Sharon Tuttle, Norma Ochs, and Mike Hartrich 

have been working tirelessly to make the Foundation 

House appear as if you walked into a home celebrating 

Christmas from the past. From a table set for Christmas 

dinner to many decorated trees, the house appears 

ready to celebrate the most wonderful time of the year. 

Loans of vintage Christmas items are still being 

accepted. Still needed are greeting cards, family 

Christmas pictures, family Christmas recipes, 

ornaments, sheet music, Christmas jewelry, linens, and 

items with a vintage vibe. 

Opening dates will be soon announced. Appointments 

to see the almost complete display will be also taken if 

you would like to view the exhibit sooner or at a 

different time than listed hours. Please contact Mike 

Hartrich or Donna M. Keller on the Ste. Marie Illinois 

Facebook page. 

 

More Museum pictures on last two pages 

 

Cork and Pork is Back! 

The Cork and Pork Festival is back on for Summer 2021. 

Board members and interested persons decided to hold 

the immensely popular event barring a ruling from the 

Governor banning gathering of large crowds. 

The Board has decided to run a condensed version of 

the Festival on Saturday, July 10. The day will begin with 

the annual Cork and Pork John Lybarger Memorial Jeep 

Run around 1:00 p.m. with the Festival to begin at 

Picquet Park at 5:00 pm. The menu will include 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ /ǳǘ /ƘƻǇΣ tǳƭled Pork Nachos and Hartrich 

Meats famous porkburger. There will also be wine 

tasting, live music, and a beer garden There is a $10 

charge to attend the Festival. You must be over 21. (Be 

sure you have your ID!) 

Further plans will be made at a 7:00 p.m. meeting on 

Wednesday, February 3 at the Ste. Marie American 

Legion Post 973. 
Profits made from the Cork & Pork Festival are given 
back to various local community groups. The Cork & 
Pork Festival, started by the Sainte Marie Foundation, 
is one of its big fundraisers of the year, along with the 
Hanging Flower Basket Project.  Many local 
organizations also receive funding from the Festival. 

 



Music Fills the Air 

 
 
Christmas cheer was certainly in the air in Ste. Marie this 
December. With the background of an enchanted Christmas 
village, several residents spread good cheer by singing carols 
around town.  
Carolers were: 
Layla Kuhl, Jane Geltz, Brooke, Briar and Bradlie Hill, Bree 
and Aria Bosel, Ashley Sheppard-Kistner, Donna Keller, 
Mariah Boldrey, Sharon Tuttle, Nancy Ochs, Norma Ochs, 
Carolyn Barthelme, Nicole Nelms Marshall, and April Goss. 
 

Ste. Marie Dresses  
up for Christmas 

 
Ste. Marie joined the rest of Jasper County in welcoming the 
Christmas season with lots of lights, wreaths, and shiny 
ornaments. All around the county, homes and businesses put 
up special Christmas displays to celebrate the holiday. New in 
2020 were displays in Peterson Park and the Old Mill Bridge 
in Newton. The Culp family, Becky and Kevin Catt and 
Donnie and Bonnie Kraus also had large Christmas displays 
for the enjoyment of young and old alike.  
Norma Ochs, Sharon Tutttle and Donna M. Keller decorated 
the old hardware window, the outside of the Legion, the 
Municipal building, and the Foundation House.  Others who 
contributed were Nancy Ochs (Bruce), Ron Kirts, Bob Keller, 
Jack Thompson, Larry Boss Goss, Roy Tuttle, Mindy Hartke, 
and of course all the people in the community who 
decorated!  A big THANK YOU to the Cork & Pork Festival, 
The Sainte Marie Foundation, Village of Sainte Marie, Ron & 
Carolyn Kirts, Carolyn Keller, Diann Lybarger, Barb Eaton, 
Roberta Menke, and Angie Zuber for their monetary 
donations to help with the decorating expenses. 
 
Thank you to Donna M. Keller for all her help with current 
event content! 
 

Ste. Marie Foundation House at Night 
 

 

 

Ste. Marie Sports New  

Christmas Decorations 

 

 
 
Fourteen ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ пуέ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-sided wreaths were 

put on the hanging flower baskets hangers during Christmas. 

The wreaths were enjoyed by many both during the day and 

at night.  Thank you to following for donations:  Cork & Pork 

Festival $1000, The Sainte Marie Foundation $700 and the 

Village of Sainte Marie covered the balance of around $700. 

 

 
 

Decorations on the Old Mill Bridge in Newton 



Belles of Sainte Marie 

1962 Quasquicentennial 
 

Instead of matching nicknames to Ste. Marie residents, IetΩs 

go back 59 years to the 125th anniversary of Ste. MarieΩs 

founding. These beauties were featured in the celebratory 

history book written by Mayme Hartrich. Can you name 

them? Answers on the back page. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Ste. Marie Tribune 01.09.1914 

 
          Just like the old times! 

 

 

        
 

Ste. Marie Tribune 11.01.1901 

 



James and Sylvia Picquet 

{ŀƛƴǘŜ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
Remembering those who have made our 

memories sweet and our village strong. 

 

The way a child sees things and remembers is very curious. 

Sometimes when you look back as an adult, you realize you 

were way off base; things were a lot smaller than you 

thought, people had different demeanors than you 

remember, the house you could have sworn was in the 

middle of the block was, in fact, on the corner. But 

sometimes, you were spot on! Such is the case of my 

memories of Jim and Sylvia Picquet.  

As children of the sixties and seventies growing up in Ste. 
Marie, we were expected to listen, observe, and not ask too 
many questions! Because of this, I learned to take a lot in 
visually. One of my strongest memories is watching Sylvia 
Picquet taking care of the altar, vestments, and sacraments at 
{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ Church. I remember watching her closely lay 
everything out that Father would need. And it was the way 
she did it! She was the most humble, reverent person alive in 
my eyes. She had such a graceful, respectful air to her. And I 
was proud to have her in charge of all things holy!  
I really did not have too much other interaction with the 

couple, except they always had a friendly hello and wave 

when I would ride my bicycle past, and I knew my mother 

said we were related. But the memories of watching her in 

church really stuck with me! 

James (Jim) Picquet was born in Ste. Marie on November 25, 

1881. He was the son of Xavier and Elizabeth Hartrich 

Picquet. His father was a Civil War veteran and quite a bit 

older than his wife, Elizabeth. Interesting side note: the name 

James has been used for the last eight generations in the 

Picquet line and probably more. 

Jim would have been about 17 when his father passed away. 

He grew up in the PicquetΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ Ƙƻme built by his 

grandfather, Jacques Picquet. This is where Tony and Janet 

IŀǊǘǊƛŎƘΩǎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿΦ He worked on the family farm and 

helped support the large family still at the house which would 

have included his mother, Elizabeth, sisters Ruth, Elise, and 

Julia, JuliaΩs husband John Hynes, and their son, Stanley, and 

his two brothers, Henry, and Walter. James loved to play 

baseball and was quite a pitcher is his day. 

The Beck side of SylviaΩs family was originally from Strasborg, 

the same area of Alsace as the Picquets and Schiffersteins. 

John William Beck and Alice Bess Schoenlaub were SylviaΩs 

parents. They then moved to Indiana, lived awhile in Newton 

where Sylvia was born and then on to Memphis. These 

families knew each other at least by the early 1900s.  

When Jim was in his thirties, he was sent to Memphis to learn 

the lumber trade. His cousins, the Schiffersteins, owned a 

lumber yard in Olney where they sold among other woods, 

walnut from the grand woods around Ste. Marie. These trees 

would have been harvested and processed at the Ste. Marie 

sawmill. (This mill was first owned by the Picquets and then 

run by Eugene Hartrich and Joseph Miller .) These beautiful 

planks of walnut were taken down the Mississippi to 

Memphis and on to New Orleans. There they were sold and 

traded for Honduran mahogany. The Memphis operation was 

run by the Beck family. SylviaΩs brother, Albert, lived in 

Guatemala and had a business interest in lumber there and in 

Honduras for a time. He was the connection for the trading 

the wood. Jim was soon introduced to one of the Beck 

daughters, Sylvia. They were married shortly after in June 

1919. While in Tennessee, their three children were born: 

Martha Ruth, James, and Eugene. Jim at one time also 

worked as a mechanic in Memphis.  

 
 

Jim and Sylvia 

 

 



During the Depression they returned to Ste. Marie, and Jim 

was offered the lumber from the old Geltz Hotel if he would 

see to the demolition of the building. The hotel was on the 

intersection of Embarras and Washington Streets. Jim was 

given the land across the street, and this is where he built his 

family a home from the wood he salvaged. The house still 

stands today.  

 
The Geltz Hotel in 1910 

 

 
The house Jim built from salvaged lumber from the Geltz Hotel. 

 

Jim was known for his vegetable garden. He had a large 

asparagus patch and would sell it for 10 cents a pound. He 

also shared produce from his exceptionally large garden with 

{ǘŜΦ aŀǊƛŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ōƻǳƴǘȅ ǿŀǎ 

canned and put away for the winter. He also worked on many 

ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŎŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

property. Jim was also the janitor at the church and did many 

odd jobs around town. 

Sylvia spent much of her time ironing and caring for the 

vestments used in the daily masses at the church. Grandson 

Jim remembers when they came up from Texas to visit their 

grandparents, Grandpa Jim and his dad, Eugene, would sit in 

the backyard listening to ballgames and watering the garden. 

Jim and Sylvia were quiet, humble people who did not need 

much to be happy. They rarely traveled anywhere but to 

Newton to visit JimΩs sisters. They were grandparents of 

eight.  He died in 1972 at the age of 91 and Sylvia died in 

1997 at the age of 97. They are buried in St. MaryΩs 

Cemetery.  

 
 

Jim with the tennis racquet on his shoulder. The Picquet house had 

tennis courts east of the house. 1910 

 

 Ji 

Jim in baseball uniform  

 

 
Ste. Marie Tribune 1908 


