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SAINTE MARIE FARMERS MARKET 

Beginning in June, a Farmers Market will be held at 

Picquet Park in the Village of Sainte Marie. The market, 

sponsored by the Sainte Marie Foundation, will be held 

on Saturdays from 8 until noon through October.  The 

Foundation encourages people in the Jasper County 

area to grow extra vegetables and fruits to bring to the 

market.  Baked goods, jams, jellies, homemade noodles 

are also welcome from those who have a Jasper County 

food handler’s license. Other items that are welcome 

are fresh cut flowers, herbs, approved plants, 

handmade items, primitives, and antiques. Delicious 

food will be provided by Matt Martin of Roll n Smoke 

Food Truck. Electricity will not be provided and there 

will be a “haul in/haul out policy” - you take everything 

home you don’t sell, including your trash! 

Pavilion space will be available on a first come first 

serve basis. Vendors may bring pop up tents, tables, and 

chairs. Restrooms will be available. 

Contact info: Sharon Tuttle at 618-309-1550 or 

tuttle1972@yahoo.com or Donna M. Keller 618-562-

3434 or @rakeller73@gmail.com or PM on Facebook. 

Check the Sainte Marie, Illinois Facebook page for 

updates. 

Ste. Marie Nicknames 

After WWII, many people especially men were best known by 

their nicknames. Do you know the Ste. Marie area people 

behind the nicknames? Answers are on the back page. You 

can also find these and more at the Sainte Marie Foundation 

House. Thanks to Mike Hartrich for compiling these names. 

 

     Pole Hartrich  Bromo Seltzer 

     Governor Swisher  Ty Litzelman 

     Monk Barthelme  Cookie Spitzer 

     Leve Sheridan  Doc Strutner 

     Thunder Kocher  Babe Brown 

 

EMAILS Needed 
We are restructuring our email list. Even if you were on 

a previous list, please forward your email to 

gina.fox1@gmail.com to help us out!  

 
Lena Burdette 

 

College Student Reaches Out 
Lena Burdette, daughter of former Ste. Marie resident, 

Rhonda Kirts and granddaughter of Ron and Carolyn 

Kirts is a student at the University of Pittsburgh 

majoring in Statistics with a certificate in Public and 

Professional Writing. She plans to obtain a master’s 

degree and work in the field of analytics or research. 
An assignment in a grant writing class she is taking 

required students to write a grant for an organization 

with which students had a connection. Lena thought 

first of the Ste. Marie Foundation as she values the 

work that is being done. She stated that she feels more 

connected to her family history because of the 

Foundation’s efforts to preserve and promote the 

history of Ste. Marie. Lena’s grandmother and 

namesake, Lena Alblinger Kirts lived in the Foundation 

house for around 70 years. 

Lena has many fond memories of the time she spent in 

Ste. Marie. She remembers swimming at the 

community pool, going with her grandpa to drain the 

pool, and decorating and riding in a golf cart in 4th of 

July parades. She now comes and attends the Cork and 

Pork Festival to listen to the music and eat the famous 

Da Burger. 

Lena contacted the Foundation to see what needs they 

have. The Board decided a current need is a 

replacement computer for an outdated one. Lena 

applied for the Mary Heath Grant which will be 

awarding grants in late May. The Foundation certainly 

appreciates Lena’s thoughtful assistance 

 



Sainte Marie’s 

Greatest Generations 
Remembering those who have made our memories 

sweet and our village strong 

Katie Gowin 

                        

By:  Judy Millsap 

My Grandma Kate's kitchen was my very favorite place 

when I was growing up, and I can still close my eyes and 

picture it all in my mind. It was a spacious eat-in 

kitchen. A square oak table with claw-feet legs and oak 

chairs was in the middle of the room. A day bed under 

the south kitchen window was a warm, sunny place to 

rest and read. Food was always cooking in Grandma 

Kate's kitchen, and a deck of cards was always on her 

table. It was in her kitchen that I learned to play Rummy 

and Seven-Up, and the love of playing cards has 

continued to this day. How I wish my own children 

could have known Grandma Kate. I see many of her 

traits in them and am thankful to have had her for my 

grandma. 

Catherine Elizabeth was born the second of nine 

children of John and Josephine (Valbert) Yager of the 

Bend area on March 19, 1891. Kate lived in the family 

home just south of the Yager bridge until she was 

married. She attended school in that area from 1-6 

grades.  

Kate married Thomas Gowin on February 3, 1909 and 

they had 3 children: Merece, Mildred, and Paul. When 

they were first married, they lived in the “weaning 

house” east of the family home. Later, they lived south 

and west of Ste. Marie, the Richard Milliman home 

today, until they moved to the house on the corner lot 

of East Mound in Ste. Marie. 

Kate and Tom rose very early in the morning when it 

was cool to work in their garden. Their tools were 

always very sharp and clean, and their vegetable garden 

and flower beds were pristine and picturesque. 

They mowed their grass with a push mower (no motor) 

with sharp blades that cut their tender grass. To keep 

weeds under control, Tom would sit on a bucket and 

use a hand sickle and cut weeds or stand and swing a 

scythe. 

Visitors were always welcome and invited to join in the 

card games Kate and Tom played every day!  

Their kitchen was a very special place of sweet smells 

and lots of fun! Kate always had ice cold sweet tea 

ready for her visitors and of course, a piece of pie.  

Kate was very sweet, kind, fun, easy going, modest, 

hardworking and a little competitive at card playing. 

She was an excellent housekeeper, cook, baker, 

gardener, jelly maker, and canned everything she could 

get her hands on. She was proud of her beautiful flower 

beds and bountiful vegetable garden. 

The best foods she made were pies! Her mincemeat pie 

was especially delicious. She had daily practice at 

pie making. A unique food she fixed was kraut and 

noodles—and ancestral dish from her home country of 

Alsace Lorraine. Also, she often fixed turnips, wilted 

lettuce, and sweet potatoes for her meals, and they 

were delicious and very flavorful-- and everything came 

from her garden! 

Kate's motto was---Always do your best and have fun! 

And.....Get your work done early in the day, and 

then play cards, relax, and take time to visit!  

Sounds like great words to live by! 

 

 

Mincemeat Pie by Kate Gowin 

Ingredients: 

2 pounds hamburger  1-quart water  

1 tablespoon butter 4 pounds apples (chopped), 2 

boxes raisins, 

1 1⁄2 pounds of brown sugar 1 cup white sugar 

2 level teaspoons salt  1 teaspoon nutmeg  1 

teaspoon cloves 

1 teaspoon allspice  2 teaspoons cinnamon 

juice of 2 lemons (add juice when about done but put 

the lemon rind in and cook it longer, then remove when 

done). 

Please contact Gina Fox if you have someone you 

would like to have featured in this space. 



Sainte Marie Jail 

A monthly feature of buildings from our past 

The intriguing small rectangular brick building stood 

near the center of town. Its walls covered with 

overgrown brush often attracted curious children as 

they made their way home from school or as they rode 

their bikes throughout town. Peering inside one was 

transported to an earlier time with the gated windows, 

the rusty metal springs, and the remnants of an old 

mattress, the stuffing spilling out of the worn ticking 

covering. Who occupied this jail? When was the last 

time it was used? Not much is known about the 

building, but there are some references to it in old 

Justice of the Peace books as referenced in the 1962 

Quasqicentennial book.  

 

May 3, 1893 

Now comes Mary Lowisa Gass, makes and files her 

complaint under oath, charging William Donham with 

making threat to do her bodily harm with a deadly 

weapon. The defendant, failing to pay his fine, was 

committed to the Village Calaboose to work out his fine 

on the village street under the supervision of the street 

commissioner. 

Eugene Hartrich J. P. 

 

In later years, the jail was often used as a place to sleep 

it off after imbibing a bit too much according to 

longtime Sainte Marie citizens. A gentleman in town 

and Mr. George Hill, Sainte Marie Constable, did not 

see eye to eye on many occasions. The former often 

saw himself on the wrong side of the jail door after he 

had been drinking and being argumentative. In another 

instance, an elderly bachelor who lived south of Sainte 

Marie hitched a ride to town every so often for supplies. 

He often made a day of it and spent some time in the 

saloons and became too inebriated to get home. Mr. 

Hill would have him stay in the unlocked jail overnight. 

Sounds like Sainte Marie may have had their own 

version of Mayberry and Otis Campbell! 

             

Cork and Pork Festival 
Mouth-watering pork, great bands, and wine from the 

area’s best vineyards can only mean one thing…Cork 

and Pork Festival! The 6th annual festival will be held on 

July 11th this year at Picquet Park in Ste. Marie. After a 

very successful debut last year, a Jeep Run held in the 

memory of John Lybarger will start things off for the 

day. Entertainment slated to perform is Dakota 

Danielle, Breakaway, and Jane Doe. Eight vineyards will 

be present to help you select your favorite wines. Of 

course, the star of the show and one you won’t to miss 

is the award-winning pork. Come hungry and stay late! 

Please help us out with this much anticipated event by 

contacting Donna Keller. 

Profits from the festival are awarded to various 

nonprofits in Jasper County with contributions totaling 

over $118,000 over the course of the Festival. 

 

2020 Pre-Labor Day Plans 
 

Sunday, September 6 marks the renowned St. Mary’s 

Church Picnic on the grounds of St. Mary’s Parish 

Center. The marvelous dinner, porkburgers, Bingo, 

Raffle, stands featuring homemade cakes, noodles, 

breads, and jams, and games for all will be making their 

return to the annual picnic. Music will also be provided 

as a nice background to the activities.  A few changes 

are also in the works as serving of the dinner will now 

take place from 11-3 p.m. and the huge raffle drawing 

will take place at 5. 

Aaron Ochs heads up the outdoor stands and kitchen 

managers are Janet Hartrich, Eileen Ochs, Rhonda 

Keller, and Diann Lybarger. More plans will be 

announced as they become available 

Museum Display 
 

The Remember When exhibit at the Foundation 

Museum will continue to be open the first 

Sunday of every month from 1 – 3 in the 

afternoon. Doors will also be open during the 

Cork and Pork Festival and the Pre-Labor Day 

Picnic. 

Tours outside of these hours can be arranged 

by calling Mike Hartrich at 618-783-8678 or 

618-562-8678. If your club, group or class is 

interested in touring the museum, please 

contact us and we will be happy to show you 

some of Sainte Marie’s history. 

 



Donation of Statue 
A very generous donation by the Mary Weber family 

was gratefully accepted by the Sainte Marie 

Foundation. The statue of St. Anne and her daughter, 

the Virgin Mary, was in memory of Josephine Bolander, 

grandmother of Mrs. Weber. Josephine arrived in Ste. 

Marie in the early 1840’s from Alsace-Lorraine, France 

and died in 1935, the time period of the statue. St. Anne 

is the Patron Saint of many causes but specifically of 

grandmothers and educators. The statue depicts St. 

Anne teaching her daughter about the fact that the 

Savior will be born of a virgin through the lineage of 

Jesse. 

Does anyone have any memories of this statue? Was it 

formerly in the Church or schools? Relatives say it had 

been in Mrs. Weber’s house as long as can be 

remembered. Thank you again for the wonderful 

donation. 

 

              
 

We remember… 
Mary (Maginn) Weber of rural Dundas, formerly of the 

Boos community passed away on February 15, 2020. 

Mary’s husband, Ivan preceded her in death in 2013. 

Surviving are children Greg Weber, Kathy Hayes, Cheryl 

Gambill, and Gail Niebrugge. She also leaves 12 

grandchildren, 23 great grandchildren and one on the 

way. See story above concerning donation to 

Foundation House. 

Linda L. (Basham) Zuber, longtime resident of Sainte 

Marie, passed away on January 6, 2020. Linda leaves 

her husband, Sam, children Cari Philips, Greg Zuber, 

Libby Riggs, Edie Hice, and Amanda Huber. She is also 

survived by 18 grandchildren and 20 great-

grandchildren. Her son, Chris, preceded her in death as 

did a great grandson. 

 

We Receive Mail 
John Ochs, 68 of Ann Arbor, MI and formerly of the 

Stringtown area passed away August 6, 2019.  His wife, 

Susan, sent a lovely card and a much-appreciated 

donation to the Foundation. She noted that John often 

talked about the good work that was done by the 

Foundation. Thank you for the donation. 

 

Welcome, Sharon! 
Sharon Tuttle was recently welcomed to the Ste. Marie 

Foundation Board. Sharon is formerly from the Bend 

area and returned recently to help care for family. 

Sharon is the daughter of Dolores and the late Florent 

Yager.  

She and her husband, Roy, had retired to Southern 

Illinois. While there, Sharon received her paramedic 

license and served for many years on the Southernmost 

Tourism Board and worked closely with the Pope 

County Museum. We are very excited to add Sharon to 

the Board. She will bring lots of energy and expertise.  

 

Flower Basket Time! 

With Spring just around the corner, the beautiful 

hanging flower baskets cannot be far behind! If you 

would like to remember a loved one, a flowering basket 

of petunias along Sainte Marie’s main intersection 

would be a wonderful way to do so. Please see the 

enclosed form for more information about sponsorship. 

Please send in your sponsorships soon.      

                     

          Nickname Answers (from front page) 
        Paul (Pole) Hartrich                         James (Bromo) Seltzer 

        Bob (Governor) Swisher                              George (Ty) Litzleman 

       Jim (Monk) Barthelme                                   Gene (Cookie) Spitzer 

       Leve (Olivia) Sheridan                                    Oscar (Doc) Strutner 

       Maynard (Thunder) Kocher                          Georgianna (Babe) Brown 
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Sainte Marie 2020 Flower Basket Project 

Sponsorship will be posted on the windows of the old bank building.  

 I would like to help sponsor the 2020 Flower Basket Project. I have enclosed my check for $115 made 

payable to the Sainte Marie Foundation.  

_____   List me as a sponsor. List my sponsorship as follows:     

____________________________________________________________    

OR 

_____   I would like to sponsor a basket in memory of  

_______________________________________________ From  ________________________ 

 

OR 

_____   I would like to sponsor a basket in honor of  

______________________________________________ From ________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make $115.00 check payable to the Sainte Marie Foundation. Memo line: 2020 Flower Basket 

Please return to: 

Carolyn Keller 

P. O. Box 6 

Sainte Marie, IL  62459 

 

Your name  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone  ________________________  E-Mail  _________________________________ 

 



Memorial Donations 2019  

 
Joe and Minnie Geltz Memorial    $200.00  Judd and Emma Cameron Memorial         100.00 
Eugene “Hop” Hartrich Memorial            100.00              Anna Lou Stone Memorial                  1970.00 
Eugene Newman Picquet                 100.00              Maxine Hartrich Memorial       50.00 
Reis and Spitzer family Memorial            100.00              Herb and Betty Spitzer Memorial       50.00 
John Lybarger Memorial                   25.00 
 

Flower Basket Donations 2019 
 

Sponsors 
 
American Legion Auxilliary Unit 932  American Legion Post 932 
ASL Solutions     B. J. Decorating – Bonnie Jackson 
Borgic Family Investments   Sylvia (Geltz) Brinkoetter 
Hartrich Meats, INC.    Xavier and Elizabeth Picquet Descendants 
Reis Farms – David and Scott   Rising Sun Family Farm 
Sainte Marie State Bank    Sainte Marie Storage, LLC 
David Wiltshire     James and Karen Young 
 

“In Memory of” Donations 
 
The Barthelme Family    Bud and Evelyn Barthelme 
from Margo Regas    from Ted Barthelme 
 
Gilbert and Bernita Barthelme   Joe and Marjorie Barthelme 
From their family    from their children 
 
Hilda Dallmier     Shirley Geiger 
From George Dallmier and family  from Hi-Benders, Inc. 
 
Jim and Dorothy Hahn and Denise Hahn  Thelma Hartelroad 
From their family    from her loving family 
 
Albert “Snook” and Marge Hartrich  Harold Hartrich 
From David and Earleen Hartrich  from Mike and Teresa Hartrich 
 
Larry and Mary Hartrich   Ed and Millie Helregel 
From their children and grandchildren  from their family 
 
Art and Alice Keller    James and Louis Keller 
From their children    from Mary Lou (Keller) Wait 
 
George and Viola Litzelman   Lora Kocher, Ted and Martha Kocher, and Sheryl Paul 
From Don and Christine Litzelman  from Ed Kocher family 
 
Bernard and Marie Ochs   John and Theresa M. Ochs 
From their family    from their children and families 
 
Francis and Mildred Schmidt  Deceased Classmates of Sainte Marie Grade 
From Barbara Schmidt Martin  School Class of 1963 -  from their classmates 
 
Eloise Spitzer  Francis and Maude Wagner 
From daughter Mary Jo Martin and  from their daughters 
granddaughter Allison Wiley  



 
Shirley G. Yager   Chris and Austin Zuber and Gavin Griffith 
From Anna, Angie, G.G., Rikki and Savannah  from the Zuber family 
 

“In Honor” Baskets 
 
All who have served our country – past and present Don and Christine Litzelman 
From D.M. Manufacturing II, Inc.   from Jim, Cheryl, Susan and Tony 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 



 

Flag Drop Off Box 

 

Through a cooperative effort, the Sainte Marie American Legion Post 932; Auxiliary Unit 932 and the Sons of 

the American Legion Squadron 932 are very proud to now have a flag drop off box outside of the post 

home.  They ask that you please dispose of your worn and tattered American flags in this flag drop box, and 

they will be retired and disposed of in the appropriate and respectful manner.  A big thank you Bruce Ochs for 

making/donating the concrete pad. 

 

 

 

Ste. Marie Foundation Board of Directors 

President: Gina (Mullinax) Fox Vice President: Mike Hartrich  

Secretary: Kevin Parker  Treasurer:  Norma Ochs  

Directors:  Ed Reis, Donna Keller, Jason Warfel, Dolores Hahn, and Sharon Tuttle 


