Sainte Marie Foundation News
Celebrating our special hometown Summer 2020

Farmers Market to Open
The Sainte Marie Foundation is very pleased to
bring a farmers market to Sainte Marie. Sharon
Tuttle and Donna Keller, Foundation Board
members, have been working hard to organize the
Sainte Marie Farmers Market, with opening day
slated for Saturday, June 6th from 8:00 am to Noon.
Plans are to have the event every Saturday through
the middle of October, weather permitting. There
will be NO market on Saturday, July 11th due to the
Cork & Pork Jeep Run.

Logo designed by Elisabeth Hartrich Thacker

At the time the newsletter was published, the
following participants were attending the market:
The Village Poppers, Ambraw Bees and Honey,
Roll N Smoke Wood Fired Grill, Nancy Nix Ochs
Pies, Bread, and Pecans, Oodles of Noodles, Mimi’s
Glass Garden, Simple Designs, Donna M. Keller,
Phillip Chapman Barn n Backyard Plunder, and Roy
Tuttle Rolling Pins and Honey. Anyone wishing to
participate will need to fill out a form that can be
found on the Facebook page Sainte Marie Farmers
Market. If anyone would like the rules and
regulations (pdf file) from the State and Jasper
County Health Departments, please message us at
the Facebook page or from Sharon Tuttle or Donna
Keller’s personal FB pages. Hope to see you at the
Sainte Marie Farmers Market.
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Cork and Pork Festival
Memorial Jeep Run Still On
The traditional Cork and Pork Festival has been
cancelled for Summer 2020 due to COVID-19 event
restrictions. The Jeep Run held in memory of John
Lybarger is still on!
Registration for the event will be from 10-11 at the
water tower in Ste. Marie’s Picquet Park with the
Run to begin at 11. Cost is $10 per person and t
shirts may be purchased (only online and prepaid).
Check the Cork and Pork FB page for updates.
The run is sponsored by McClane Motors and will
include visits to Muddy Saloon, MVP, and The Hill.
Any vehicle is eligible to participate. There will be a
raffle and 50/50 drawings.
Donors to the Cork and Pork Festival were refunded
their 2020 donation, but many decided to give their
donation to another Jasper County cause, Lincoln’s
Place. This is an accessible playground for all
children. Over $8900 was donated to this cause
through the Cork and Pork Festival and even more
through the fund manager of Lincoln’s Place,
Southeastern Illinois Community Foundation. To
learn more about Lincoln’s Place or to give directly
to the Foundation, use this link:
https://www.enrichingourcommunity.org/Funds/li
ncolns-place
Thank you to all who gave to help support this much
needed addition to our community!

Nicknames
Many current and former Ste. Marie area
residents were known more by a nickname than
their given names. Do you know the real name of
the following?
“Toots” Weber
“Thunder” Kocher
“Dutch” Hentgen
“Buss” Wade
“Bud” Barthelme
“Snook” Hartrich
“Junior” Yager
“Shorty” Zuber

Aged Cedars fall at
Ste. Marie Cemetery
The cemetery of St. Mary’s Church in Ste. Marie is
presumably as old as the town. A peaceful two acres
of land surrounded by pastures and more recently
D and M Manufacturing and Mont Eagle Mills, the
cemetery is situated at the southern entrance to Ste.
Marie. This land holds the remains of many of our
loved ones and those of our founding fathers, such
as Joseph Picquet, Jacques Picquet, and Theodore
Hartrich, among others. Gravestones can be found of
those who died in the first part of the 19th century.
An iron cross memorializing the life of a Civil War
nurse is rusted, but still marks this veteran’s grave.
The monuments tell the story of Ste. Marie and of
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our
Country. The many graves of children and young
men and women who suffered through the
hardships of life in the early times of our village also
fill the cemetery.
Almost as old as the cemetery are the cedar trees
planted among the headstones. The prairie wind
whistles through the branches of the trees and gives
a comforting, ethereal feeling to the place.
Unfortunately, a wild windstorm ripped through
Jasper County in early April and demolished a large
portion of the trees. Several gravestones were
damaged because of the old trees falling on them.
The large cross that stands in the center of the
cemetery was also toppled by the severe winds. The
cross will be able to be repaired, but the fate of the
trees will not be the same.
Contractors have been contacted for cleanup, but
efforts have been hampered due to the amount of
rainfall Ste. Marie has received this Spring.
Wayne’s Tree Service has volunteered to do the
estimated $5000 worth of work for free, but the
equipment needed to remove the trees would cause
much damage to the soft earth and could possibly
demolish unmarked graves. The diocese requires the
use of insured workers, eliminating the possibility of
volunteer help. It is unsure at this time if the trees
will be replaced.
Regardless of the scenery, our village cemetery will
be a place for us to visit and for our loved ones to
rest in peace.

Harry, Edith & Thomas Elie
Ina & Edmond Shryock
Leo & Katheine Muhs
Pat & Carolyn Elie
Paul & Regina Faltemier
Their children Janet, Ed, Jim, Patty,
Marlene, Tim & Tom
Shirley Geiger
Hi-Benders, Inc.

Flower Baskets Brighten the Village
It is late spring in Sainte Marie and the popular
flower baskets have been hung.
Thanks to all the volunteers who help with this
project:
Carolyn Keller for taking care of the
sponsorships for the baskets
Ron Kirts, Bob & Tammy Fry and Carolyn
Keller for planting the pots at Shady Maples
Green House
Bob Helregel, Ron Kirts and Mike
Mugrage for hanging the baskets
Ron Kirts, Robert Rumpp and Mike
Mugrage for being the faithful waterers.
Soon the baskets will be full and beautiful and
bringing many “oohs and ahhs” from residents
and visitors alike.

Baskets “In Memory Of”

Jim & Dorothy Hahn, and Denise Hahn
Their family
Thelma Hartleroad
Her loving family
Albert & Marge Hartrich
David & Earleen Hartrich
Harold Hartrich
Mike & Teresa Hartrich
Kenneth Hartrich
Lana, Bruce & Eric
Larry & Mary Hartrich
Their children & grandchildren
Ed & Millie Helregel
Jim Helregel and Marilyn Huss
Their family

Bud & Evelyn Barthelme
Margo Regas

Art & Alice Keller
Their family

Gilbert & Bernita Barthelme
Their family

Lora Kocher
Ted & Marta Kocher
Sheryl Paul
Ed Kocher family

Joe & Marjorie Barthelme
Their children
Neenah Bogard
Weiss Renovations - Ralph & Carrie
Hilda Dallmier
George Dallmier and family

John Lybarger
Diann, Tracy Rob, Jeremy, Mary & boys
Bernard & Marie Ochs
Their family

John A. & Theresa M. Ochs
Their children & families
Eloise Spitzer
Daughter Mary Jo Martin
Granddaughter Allison Wiley

We need your emails! If you know of
someone who would enjoy the newsletter,
please send their emails to
gina.fox1@gmailcom

Louis & Dottie Valbert
Robert & Dorothy Rumpp
Louis (Pete) Valbert
Francis & Maude Wagner
Their daughters
Shirley G. Yager
Anna, Angie, G.G., Rikki & Savannah
Linda, Chris & Austin Zuber, and Gavin Griffith
Sam Zuber family

Poppy Days Benefit Veterans
Baskets “In Honor Of”
Honoring all volunteers
Sylvia (Geltz) Brinkoetter
Don & Christine Litzelman
Jim, Cheryl, Susan, and Tony
Past & Present Area Residents who served in the
Military
D.M. Manufacturing II, Inc.

Sponsors of the 2020 Baskets
Copper Transport, Inc.
Hartrich Meats, Inc.
Paul & Carolyn Keller
Mont Eagle Mills, Inc.
Mont Eagle Products, Inc. Glenn & Brenda Picquet
Rising Sun Family Farm
Sainte Marie State Bank
Sainte Marie Storage, LLC Village of Sainte Marie
Mary Keller Wait
David Wiltshire
ASL So;utions
Ted Barthelme
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 932
American Legion Post 932
B.J. Decorating – Bonnie Jackson
Reis Farms – David & Scott

Sainte Marie American Legion Auxiliary Unit 932
President Debbie Ferguson (r) and Co-Chaplain Judy
Reed (l) (pictured) helped to distribute poppies at
Hartrich Meats on Saturday, May 23rd, along with
Junior Auxiliary member Brittany Keller. Hartrich
Meats sold 1/3-pound pork burgers and bacon on a
stick over lunch hours. A total of $520 was donated
to the Auxiliary poppy fund by Hartrich Meats in
honor of their matriarch, Lucie Hartrich, a charter
member of the group. Auxiliary members Phyllis
Ochs, Nancy Ochs, Carolyn Barthelme, Poppy
Chairman Marcia Ochs, Nancy Nix Ochs, Amy Tarr,
Sharon Tuttle, and Donna Keller helped distribute
poppies at The Gas Station from 8 am to 8 pm. The
Auxiliary would like to thank Hartrich Meats for their
generous donation and all the people who donated
to the poppy fund to help veterans. The Auxiliary
appreciates Hartrich Meats and The Gas Station for
allowing the Sainte Marie American Legion Auxiliary
to distribute poppies at their businesses, enabling
the Auxiliary to have their best year ever!

4th of July in Ste. Marie
For almost 25 years, Ste. Marie was the place to be
on the 4th of July. The celebration had it all: games,
softball tournaments, freshly made cotton candy,
pony rides, dunking booths, delicious grilled chicken
dinners, fireworks, and a dance. Not bad for a village
of 350 people!
The success of the Quasquicentennial in 1962 was
not only financial in nature. Residents decided they
could accomplish much for the benefit of the town
by working together. In June of 1963, the Ste. Marie
Community Club was formed, and it was decided
that the first event they would put together was a 4th
of July celebration. Ste. Marie was a bustling little
hamlet at this time and had reaped the benefits of
the return of their sons from WWII and the Korean
War. Families were growing and interest in the town
was widespread. There was no shortage of willing
citizens to put on this event for their neighboring
towns and people from all over. It was a
homecoming of sorts, just as the Pre-Labor Day
picnic was and still is. Chairmen planned for many
months before. Everyone in town had a shift or two
or three to pull off the annual celebration. The men
worked for hours spraying the chicken and slow
grilling it on racks over huge BBQ pits made from
watering troughs. It was an amazing sight to see
them don their work gloves and turn the grates of
mouthwatering chicken hour after hour! A large tent
was erected over the tennis courts on which multiple
picnic tables had been placed to accommodate the
large crowds. Many came to enjoy the chicken,
baked beans, coleslaw, bread and butter, and slightly
melted cup of Prairie Farms ice cream with the
wooden spoon.
Ste. Marie has historically celebrated in a big way
and the 4th of July celebrations starting in 1963 were
not the first held in the village.
The Newton Press in June of 1866 “reported that the
citizens of St. Marie have made every necessary
arrangement for an elegant Fourth of July in honor
of Patriotism, Sociability, Mirth, Music and Dancing
to which the attendance of the public is most
respectfully invited.”
The article went on to say, “They have also engaged
good music for the day. In addition, the people of St.
Marie have, in order to render the glorious Fourth

still more attractive, engaged the renowned
Professor Mitchell of Louisville, KY who will, with his
magnificent machinery, treat the audience to the
finest exhibition of fireworks ever shown in the
Northwest. In conclusion---if you can’t stay in
Newton on the Fourth, by all means go to St. Marie!”
Residents also participated several times at the
Olney 4th of July celebrations. From a 1859 article:
“For the sum of $40, the Sainte Marie Brass Band
agreed to play 10 separate pieces repeating them
whenever called upon.” The men in the band
traveled by horseback, and care of the horses and
feeding of the band members was stipulated in the
contract.
The largest 4th of July celebration in Ste. Marie was
in 1976. The small village led Jasper County in
festivities for the celebration of the 200th birthday of
the United States. The celebration began on the
evening of July 3rd with a pageant “Heritage ’76”
with locals performing various historical vignettes
throughout our town’s and country’s history. The
successful show was followed by a dance featuring
the music of Opus Moya. A flag-raising ceremony
opened July 4th with a spectacular parade following.
Old fashioned games were added to traditional
events of the day. Over 1100 chickens were
consumed by the hungry crowds at the BBQ dinner.
The celebration ended with a spectacular firework
display and a dance featuring The Country Rebels.

The final 4th of July celebration was held in 1986 and
served as a pre-celebration of the following year’s
Sesquicentennial. Over 2000 chickens were served at
this event. The 1987 Sesquicentennial featured many
aspects of the traditional 4tth plus much more, but it
was held later in July. It was getting more and more
difficult to find workers, the profit margin was not
that significant, and many residents wanted to enjoy
other activities on Independence Day besides
hosting a huge party. The days of the annual
celebration are now just a wonderful memory.

grocery stores, gas stations, post offices, etc. in
places I never knew existed to ask them to display a
Ste. Marie 4th of July poster advertising the event in
their window. It was further emphasized what a
special event it was in our house because Mom
always made the girls matching summer outfits for
the day.

Ste. Marie Tribune June 6, 1902

Ste. Marie Foundation
Museum Summer Hours

1963 Fourth of July Poster
Following is a recipe for the marinade that is critical
for Ste. Marie Chicken, as we still call it.
Sainte Marie Fourth of July Chicken
¼ C. Water
½ C vegetable oil

7 level tsp. salt
1-quart vinegar

Mix well; pour in a spray bottle and use generously
on chicken pieces. Grill.
This recipe has several variations, but this is the one
our family has used successfully. We do cut down on
the salt to about 5 tsp.
To prevent flareups, we often brine the chicken in
the mixture overnight or at least 4 hours before
grilling.
Author’s note: I knew the summer was in full swing
when we were allowed to go with Dad to the tiniest

The Foundation House will have new hours this
summer. In addition to being open the first Sunday
in June, July, and August, the museum will be open
during the Farmers Market each Saturday from 8noon this summer. The museum collection, “The
Way We Were” will continue to be displayed
through October.

Rising Sun Family Farm

Everything is Beautiful…..
The flower gardens at the Sainte Marie Foundation
House are looking great! Thank you to Foundation
board treasurer, Norma Ochs for all the time she has
committed to getting the beds in shape and
mulching. Sharon Tuttle, new foundation board
member, has been helping when she can! A big
thank you to Kenny Kraus for getting a load of mulch
to be used at the Foundation House...it is greatly
appreciated. It takes a village!

Adrian Harris and Alex Keller

Sadie Harris and Brittany Keller
Pictured above: Sadie and Adrian are the children of
Amy and Michael Harris of Rising Sun Family
Farm and Brittany and Alex are the children of
Jason and Anna Keller, grandchildren of Bob and
Donna Keller, and greatgrandchildren of Art and
Alice Keller.

The family farm of Michael and Amy Harris situated
northeast of Ste. Marie, has been supplying the
Jasper County area with u pick strawberries for six
seasons. They are a “seventh generation farming
family striving to bring God glory in all that we do” as
their Facebook page states. They also truck Georgia
peaches to the area before the Illinois peach season,
and many other fresh products such as Georgia
pecans, cheese from Marcoot Dairy in Greenville,
and Florida citrus products. They also grow and sell
sweet corn, blackberries, asparagus, and rhubarb at
the farm.
The strawberry season is over, but the Harris family
will be selling Georgia peaches in mid-June. They will
sell at their farm Wednesday through Friday and on
Saturdays at the Sainte Marie Farmers Market. We
are lucky to have them in our community!

Transition
Donald Ochs, 90, passed away at Newton Care
Center on April 12, 2020. He is survived by his wife
Elizabeth “Betty” Nix Ochs of 64 years, Cynthia
(George) Backstein, Kenneth (Anne) Ochs, Beverly
(Dennis) Fritschle, and 12 grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his parents, infant daughter,
and great grandson.

“Rosie the Riveter Rose” at
Foundation House Gardens
This beautiful rose, “Rosie the Riveter” was planted
by Sue Wheat and donated by her mother,
Romonna Hunzinger-Ochs in memory of all the
Rosie the Riveters of WW II. The rose is planted at
the south east corner of the Foundation House.
Romonna herself was a riveter who worked in the
Servile Defense Plant in Evansville, IN. She was
featured on the cover of the company magazine
which is now in the Rosie the Riveter Museum in
Richmond, California.

Memorial Day Observed at
South Bend Cemetery
A memorial service for those who gave their lives
in service to our Country was held at the South
Bend Cemetery on Sunday, May 24th. Legion,
Auxiliary and S.A.L. members of the Sainte
Marie American Legion Post 932
participated. Steve Hardwick of Newton played
Taps.

Nickname Answers
Georgiana “Toots” Weber
Doris “Dutch” Hentgen
Ed “Bud” Barthelme
Paul “Junior” Yager

Maynard “Thunder” Kocher
Clarence “Buss” Wade
Albert “Snook” Hartrich
Bernard “Shorty” Zuber

Sainte Marie’s
Greatest Generations
Remembering those who have made our
memories sweet and our Village strong

Mildred Catherine (Gowin) Helregel
By Judy Millsap
My mom was my best friend. She was always there
for me with encouragement and a positive attitude.
Her advice always worked. Mom adjusted with
change, and she set a great example for me when I
was stubborn. Since I was born 13 years after a
group of 5 kids (5 kids in 7 years), Mom was my play
pal when I was growing up. She sometimes gently
argued with me...kind of like siblings would argue.
Mom knew I needed a little challenge now and then.
She was a delightful mom my whole life. She loved
music, laughter, fun, and family, and I thank God for
the gift she was to me.
Millie's parents were Thomas Redmon Gowin and
Catherine (Yager) Gowin and she had two brothers,
Merece and Paul.
She was born on August 31, 1912 in a white, 2-story
house in the Bend. When Millie was 7 years old, her
family moved to the “prairie” in a white, 2-story
house now owed by the Milliman family. It was an
80-acre farm with a large garden, orchard, and
chicken yard.
Millie and her siblings walked or rode a horse to
Richard's School, which was 1 1⁄2 miles west of their
house. She was a good student in everything but
arithmetic. Instead of attending high school, she
repeated the 8th grade because she liked school.
Millie enjoyed ballgames and dare base during
recess. She loved to run and was faster than any
other girl in her class. After her schooling, Millie
worked for several families helping out when babies

were born, even going to Gary, Indiana, to help a
family there.
Millie married Edward Charles Helregel on March 29,
1932 at St. Mary's Church, Ste. Marie. After the 8:00
wedding, they had a breakfast at the bride's parents’
home followed by a reception, and a dance in the
evening at the Ste. Marie Church Hall.
They had five children: Donald Thomas, James
Edward, Marilyn Catherine, Robert Charles, Dorothy
Faye, and Judith Ann.
Millie and Ed lived on the Helregel home place with
Ed's parents (where we live now) from March 1932
until Ed's death in July 1976. At that time, Millie
went to live with her aging parents in Ste. Marie and
checked on the farm daily. She took care of her
husband's parents as they aged and her own parents
after her husband passed away. Millie put other's
needs before her own and loved to help wherever
needed.
Millie created several recipes from scratch. Her
goulash is still a family favorite, and her chili sauce
was always available and a favorite on hamburgers.
Delicious red beets and Top Crop green beans from
her garden were canned every year. When her kids
would come for a visit, Millie treated them to
Frosted Delights, as well as many other tasty items.
At Christmas, she would always make Brown Sugar
Drop Cookies, another recipe she created from
scratch. (Recipes for goulash and Frosted Delights on
next page.) The meals she prepared were savory and
delicious down-home comfort food. There was
always a treat in the making in her kitchen.
Millie loved to sing and write poems about life and
faith. Also, she enjoyed making polyester patchwork
bedspreads, lap blankets, and pillows. Sewing,
cooking, baking, and gardening (vegetables and
flowers) were her favorite things to do. In autumn,
her chrysanthemum flower beds were colorful and
admired by everyone driving by the farm. Millie
loved to be outside in her gardens, but she was also
an exceptionally good housekeeper. One of her
favorite mottos was to have a place for everything,
and everything in its place!
Millie was a sweet, kind, loving, hard-working, fun,
easy-going, mom and grandma. She loved people
and tried to say kind words to help others feel loved
and special. Her faith, her family, and her parish
family were especially important to her.

The following recipes and poem are by Mildred
Helregel.

A Good Day
Take each day and what happens
As part of His plan.
Be cheerful and smile
For each day is a new day
Given to us by the one
Who knows best.
With love and Patience
He shows us the way.
We are His adopted
Children and heirs of heaven
for eternal rest.
What we have He has given to us,
And it is our work to do all for Him and our fellow man.

Goulash
Brown 2 pounds of hamburger. When almost done,
add 1/4 cup chopped onions (or 2 tablespoons dried
minced onion) and continue cooking.
Add 1/2 tsp black pepper, reduce heat, and add the
following spices:
1 rounded tsp Mexene Chili Powder
10 shakes cinnamon
6 shakes allspice
4 shakes clove
1/4 tsp of celery seed
3 crushed tips of whole cloves
1 pinch of celery flakes
1/4 tsp oregano
6 shakes of Lawry's Seasoning Salt
2 shakes garlic powder
6 shakes of hamburger seasoning
Sprinkle a little salt over the mixture.
Add 1/4 cup of chopped green pepper and continue
cooking mixture. Then, add 1 quart of tomatoes and
juice from can.
Add salt to season. Bring to a boil and put 1/8 cup
brown sugar and 1/8 cup white sugar on mixture.
Add a dash of Worcestershire sauce and a 12 oz box
of thin spaghetti noodles.
Continue to cook mixture with lid slightly on pan. Stir
occasionally.
Add tomato juice (1 cup at a time) to mixture to
keep noodles from getting dry.
It takes about 1 1/2 hours to complete the
goulash.

Frosted Delights
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup margarine
3 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
1 1/2 cups flour
1 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
1/4 cup nuts
1/2 cup coconut
Mix sugar and margarine. Add 1 egg and the yolks
from 2 eggs to the sugar mixture.
Save 2 egg whites for meringue topping.
Add vanilla and beat, then add dry ingredients and
mix. Spread into a greased 9 x 13 pan and top with
frosting.
Frosting
Beat 2 egg whites until stiff.
Add 1 cup light brown sugar and beat well.
Bake at 375 degrees for 25 minutes.
Cut while warm. Enjoy!
If you would like to see someone featured in Sainte
Marie’s generation, please email me at
gina.fox1@gmail.com

We Hear From…
Sr. Ruthanne, former teacher at Ste. Marie schools
loves to hear from former students, parents, and
community members. Her address is:
Sister Ruthanne Huss,
Dominican Sisters of Springfield Illinois,
1237 W. Monroe Street.
Springfield, IL. 62704
She has many fond memories of our town and its
people.
Jan and Ken Stone recently moved and sent us a
note updating all that was going on in their lives.
Hello, Ste. Marie!
I am writing to give you our new address:
Ken and Jan Stone
#121 Huebner Rd.
San Antonio, TX 78528
“We moved here in Dec. 2019. We are a part of
Independence Village. We are confined to our place
and cannot have visitors. Ken and I would be happy
to hear from folks in Ste. Marie. Hard to keep up
since Ken’s family has moved on! Jan

World Famous Jasper County
Porkburger Started Here!
Well, maybe not famous around the world….yet! The
porkburger had its humble beginnings in Jasper
County. Hartrich Meats recently had signs made for
organizations to display during porkburger cookouts.
The porkburger was a collaboration between
Hartrich Meats and then U of I Extension Advisor
Larry Casey in the late 1960’s - early 70’s. It has
become a part of the fabric of Jasper County history.

We love sending you our newsletter digitally
as we can include more stories and pictures.
The downside is we can’t include donation
envelopes! If you would like to donate to
help support our work, please mail your
check to: Sainte Marie Foundation, PO Box
186, Ste. Marie, IL 62459 Thank you!

Watermelon Eating Contest

Parade Participants

Pictures from Bicentennial 4th of July
Celebration 1976

Old Fashioned Games

Spirit of ‘76

More Ste. Marie 4th of July
Bicentennial Pictures

Horseshoe Throwing Contest
Sam White and Norm Tracy
Larry Hartrich portraying Abraham Lincoln
signing the Gettysburg Address

Pictures from the June 6
Opening Day Farmers Market
The first Farmers Market at Picquet Park was a great
success with several vendors selling out of their
wares. Be sure and come out every Saturday
morning from 8-12 to find those bargains and get
some delicious food as well. There will not be a
market on July 11 because of the Cork and Pork
Festival Jeep Run in memory of John Lybarger

Grilling Ste. Marie Style

Serving Line for Famous Chicken

Serving Line for the
Famous Chicken Dinners

